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Highlights this month 

 

¶ St Botolphôs Church, Newton. 

¶ It gives me great pleasure to welcome the 

following as new members:  Revd Jenny 

Seggar from Bramford near Ipswich and 

Revd Nick Munday from Newton, 

Lincolnshire. 

¶ Correspondence from Duncan Hopkin, 

Dick & Daphne Pascoe, Revd Jenny 

Seggar and Joanna Comer. 

 

Editorial  

I am sure that many of you noticed the error in my 

announcement in the last issue that the date of the 

1919 Annual Luncheon would be on Wednesday 

23rd October but it was only my friend Mrs. 

Melville-Brown who wrote asking if attendance 

should be in period costume! 

Regarding Volume III of the Botolph Trilogy - 

this is now being proof-read by my long-suffering 

friends Peter, Helen, John, Ray, Patricia and 

Duncan.   I anticipate collating all their óadvicesô 

over the Christmas period by which time their 

brains will be enjoying a well-earned rest.   I have 

already received requests from several members 

for pre-launch copies so I am making a list.  The 

price will be £12.99 plus £3 p&p. 

Zina and I wish you all a Very Happy Christmas 

and a Most Enjoyable and Healthy New Year. 

 

Church Feature 

N ewton, Lincolnshire.  

Approach:   Travelling along the A52 eastwards 

from Grantham towards Boston, take the first exit 

at the B6403/A52 roundabout.   After 6 miles turn 

right towards Newton.   Half a mile later, at the 

junction, turn left towards Walcot and 100 metres 

later you will see the church in front of you.   We 

parked immediately outside. 

 

 
 

Location:   Newton Road, Newton, Sleaford, 

Cambs., NG34 0ED;  Lat/Long:  52.9132,  

-0.4431;  NGR:  TF047362.  

Key:   There is a helpful notice in the porch  . . .    
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 . . .  and this is the house 

 

 
Church Website https://parishofsouthlafford.org 

Rector:  Revd Nick Munday, The Rectory, 16 West 

Street. Folkingham, NG34 0SW.    

Tel:  01529 497-519. 

Administrator:                  Alison Scott 

southlafford@gmail.com;  Tel:  07399 548-373. 

Churchwardens:  Judith Fin and Michael 

Grainger.  

 

Next Church Service at Newton:    Sunday 20 

January 2019  -   9.00 a.m. Holy Communion. 

The Parish:    South Lafford:  Eleven Churches:   

St Denysô, Aswarby; St Thomas of Canterbury, 

Aunsby; St Luciaôs, Dembleby; St Andrewôs, 

Folkingham; St Botolphôs, Newton;  St Peter and 

St Paulôs, Osbournby;  St Andrewôs, Pickworth;  

St Andrewôs, Scott Willoughby;  St Mary & All 

Saints, Swarby;  St Peter ad Vincula, 

Threekingham;  St Nicholas, Walcot. 

 

Listed Grade:  I. 

 

 
So here we are in Lincolnshire again, having 

moved north from last monthôs location in 

Helpston, Cambridgeshire. 

 

 
As you will perhaps remember, we ended the last 

issue having reached the conclusion that Helpston 

Church constituted an integral part of a string of 

churches dedicated to St Botolph Patron Saint of 

Wayfarers which line the important route joining 

London to Lincoln.    All these churches lie within 

3 miles of the main track, where they are within 

easy striking distance of travellers for whom their 

function was to provide spiritual and temporal 

comfort.   Here at Newton we are looking at the 

next haven along the line. 

 

 
Running to the north of Newton lies the ancient 

Saltersô Way, shown in yellow above.   The 

Roman roads are marked in red.   It will be noticed 

that although the old road to Lincoln ran more or 

less along the tracks of the present A15 up to this 

point, the old and the new part company just south 

of Newton, the Roman road taking a more direct 

route to Sleaford. 
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The map above shows the sort of topography that 

might have existed in C7.   The causeway shown 

here (which is not the same causeway as that 

mentioned below) was well to the south of 

Newton.   It was constructed by the Romans and 

ran the 24 miles from Peterborough to Denver in 

Norfolk. 

 

 
By the time that Newton church was built in C13 

however the fenlands were more marsh than 

water.   The Heritage Gateway Record tells us 

ñThe Bridge End or Holland Bridge Causeway 

ran across the fens between Horbling and 

Donington during the medieval period and was 

probably an earlier routeway.   The priory at 

Bridge End in Horbling was responsible for the 

maintenance of this causeway.ò 

This priory was in fact a cell of Sempringham 

Abbey.    

 

 

 

Lee Cave (mentioned further below) relates: 

ñafter passing Holland Bridge, the causeway 

dwindled into an ill-defined track through the 

marshy ground.   The conditions were often 

worsened by the mists that rose from the marshy 

ground and travellers frequently lost their way.   

The inmates of this cell were charged with the 

upkeep of the causeway and the bridge, with 

lighting a beacon at dark and with the care of the 

travellers.ò 

 

The pretty little village of Newton is in the North 

Kesteven district of Lincolnshire and was settled 

well before the arrival of the Romans. 

 

 
The Domesday Book (which records Newton 

churchôs existence) tells us that in 1066 the Lord 

was Alsi, son of Godram, - whereas by 1086 the 

lord and tenant in chief was Odo the Bowman.   At 

this time the village population was around 120.   

By  1846 it had risen to 221 but fell to 30 in the 

mid 1980s  and today stands at about 70. 

 

The fortunes and history of Newton are bound up 

with that of its 1-mile-away neighbour Haceby 

which was also recorded in the Domesday Book 

as having one church and a priest. 

 

 
This church has a tall tower and a low chancel 

which at first sight makes the nave look 

comparatively short and stubby but this is not the 

impression one gains from inside the church. 
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A picture of the church before its extensive 

restoration in 1867 reveals the presence of a 

clerestory.   This was removed during the 

refurbishments. 

 

 
The building is constructed from coursed 

limestone rubble.    The south porch is a product 

of the 1867 restoration  . . .    

  

 
 . . .  as is the south aisle with its decorated-style 

Gothic windows. 

 
The C19 walls of the south aisle were made from 

precisely-cut limestone ashlars and these are in 

sharp contrast to the more haphazard rubble of the 

much older walls of the Lady Chapel.     

 

 
The south wall of the Lady Chapel dates from C13 

and has contemporaneous windows although the 

records tell us that these have been repositioned.   

The westernmost one incorporates an old friend in 

the form of a Lowside Window [fashionable 1225-

1350].    

 

It seems unlikely that this particular window has 

been repositioned (unless this was done before 

1350) because otherwise the Lowside part would 

almost certainly have been removed as it would by 

then have become redundant.   As it is the window 

has simply been blocked up and plastered inside.   

Unusually, this one gives into the Lady Chapel 

rather than directly into the chancel. 
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I was afraid, when I was writing this up (having 

forgotten the exact layout of the church),  that 

there would prove to be a solid wall between the 

Lady Chapel and the chancel and hence disprove 

my theory about LSWs.   My opinion remains 

intact however because, as seen above, there is no 

wall separating the two, but a wide arch which 

would have allowed a clear view from the LSW to 

a celebrant standing just inside the chancel arch. 

 

 
My interest in Lowside Windows has led me to 

start considering the positioning of these churches 

with regard to ócrowd gatheringô and óangle of 

approach.ô  

 

 
The churchyard has two access gates as shown 

above and entry is via the south door.   It seems 

likely to me therefore that when the village 

population was, say 150, between the years 1225 

and 1350, any overspill who were unable to get 

into the church would be likely to gather in the 

area shown.   Hence the position of the Lowside 

Window for an observer to announce the elevation 

of the Host to the gathered masses.  

 

 

Whilst on this topic you will note that the church 

is angled at about 74° rather than being classically 

aligned due east at 90°.   We have met and 

discussed this previously (see the March 2017 

issue of The Botolphian).   Such an angulation 

might be due to the fact that the site was ópegged 

outô in mid-April or mid-August when the sun 

would have been rising at 74°.   Alternatively it 

might simply be due to the architectôs choice - 

perhaps influenced by the contours of the land.   

We can see from the map above that the church is 

in alignment with the borders of the fields. 

 


